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WHAT IS A 
PESTICIDE? 


A pesticide 1s any substance used 
to kill or control unwanted rodents, 
plants or organisms which pose a 
threat to agricultural crops, forests, 
lawns, gardens and human health 
and comfort. 


Pesticides have become an integral 
part of modern life, but they are 
also dangerous chemicals. 


THE RESPONSIBILITY 
TO USE THEM SAFELY 
IS IN YOUR HANDS. 


PESTICIDES MAY CAUSE 
SERIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL — 
AND HEALTH DAMAGE. 
CARE MUST BE EXERCISED ~ 
WHEN WORKING WITH, STORING cn 


PROPER USE OF 
PESTICIDES 


HANDLING 


READ THE LABEL | 

M Each pesticide container | ae he ate | 

carries a label outlining active moo SA 

ingredients, recommended uses, | D Ve 

rate of application, safety | | SE 
Read the label befor 


precautions, first aid instructions DRE pon van 
and recommendations for clean- ee Se 
up and disposal. OE ie ey 


@ It is easy to forget an impor- RCE EE ce 
tant precaution or direction for | fée , 
use; so read the label each time | LE EE 
you use a pesticide. Never apply em ME: 
more pesticide than described on 
the label. 


PROTECT YOURSELF 

@ When applying or mixing pesticides, always wear 
protective clothing. This may include: gloves, apron, 
cap, goggles and respirator. Be especially careful 
when handling the concentrated product. 


@ Don’t eat or smoke while using pesticides. Most 
pesticide labels indicate special precautions; 
FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY. 


@ When you are finished working with a pesticide, 
remove your clothing and wash it separately from 
other laundry. Wash any exposed skin with soap and 
water. US LT ; 


PROTECT OTHERS 

@ Do not allow children to assist you or be present in 
the area where you are working. Animals — this 
includes livestock and pets — should also be out of 
the area. 


Hi When spraying a lawn with a pesticide, take care 
that that the spray does not drift onto a neighbour’s 
property, or onto your own vegetable garden or 
ornamentals. Keep all adults, children and pets off 
the lawn until the area has fully dried (2 to 3 hours). 


PROTECT HOME AND WORKPLACE 

@ If you are applying a pesticide in the kitchen or 
pantry to control pests such as ants, remove ae food, 
dishes or utensils 
first. Do not spray 
pesticides around 
food. Before 
replacing food and/or 7% 
dishes, cover the shelv- | 
ing with foil or new 
shelf paper. 


M Some domestic class pesticides must be diluted 
with water before use. Always mix pesticides out-of- 
doors or in a well-ventilated area. In mixing the spray 
solution, do not use the kitchen sink or eating utensils 
which could easily be put back into domestic use. 


@ If a pesticide has 
been applied to an 
enclosed area, follow 
| Hopebessasoms fe We, label directions con- 
| 2cgeeo0 eRe seg : a ; : 
Ci 5 cerning ventilation of 
sf the premises. 


PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT 

@ Do not mix any pesticide near streams, lakes or 
ponds, or near wells which may provide water for 
domestic use, livestock or irrigated crops. Pesticides 
handled improperly can contaminate wells or kill fish 
in nearby streams or lakes. 


STORAGE 


PESTICIDES MUST BE KEPT 
OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN. 
@ Store them in a locked, ventilated compartment. 


@ Store pesticides away from food, medicine, house- 
keeping supplies and agricultural supplies such as 
seeds and fertilizers. 


M Pesticides should be kept in their original contain- 
ers. Unlabelled containers are a hazard. If you find 
one, do not guess at its contents; discard it with care 
using disposal suggestions that follow. 


M If the container is broken, any remaining pesticide 
should be placed in a container similar to the original 
container and labelled immediately. Use protective 
clothing when broken containers or a spill are 
encountered. 


DISPOSAL 


@ Pesticides are potentially dangerous chemicals to 
dispose of; so BUY ONLY AS MUCH AS YOU 
NEED. Any unused portion should be stored in the 
original container for later use. 


@ Many municipalities hold Household Hazardous 
Waste Days. On these days, pesticides and other 
chemicals commonly found around the home can be 
collected and then disposed of safely. Call your 
municipality; if they don’t support and run this 
program, urge them to do so. 


@ Once empty, pesticide containers must not be 
reused, but be immediately discarded. Commercial 
or agricultural class pesticide containers should be 
triple-rinsed, with the rinse water going back into the 
spray-tank, and they may be disposed of according to 
municipal regulations. Consult the label for specific 
directions. 


M Homeowners working with domestic class 
pesticides may put the empty containers directly out 
for garbage collection. Again, consult the label. 


@ Do not burn empty pesticide containers. They may 
give off toxic smoke or fumes. 


| POISON CONTROL: 
973-6750 
} DOCTOR:9233:50 O 


ACCIDENTS WILL HAPPEN 


@ Even after every precaution is taken, accidents can 
still happen. If you spill some pesticide, follow the 
instructions on the label concerning clean-up and 
disposal. You are legally required to notify the Spills 
Action Centre (1-800-268-6060) if the pesticide 
enters a watercourse or contaminates the environ- 
ment. 


@ What do you do if a family member or associate 
accidentally swallows some pesticide? Call the 
Poison Control Centre, your doctor or the police or 
fire department. These emergency phone numbers 
should be easily accessible. On the final page of this 
brochure are labels provided for this purpose. Simply 
detach the labels, moisten the backs and affix them in 
a visible place, preferably on or near a telephone. 


@ When calling the Poison Control Centre, read the 
details on the pesticide label — name of product, 
active chemical ingredient, antidote — to them and ask 
for instructions. If you go to the hospital, take the 
label and/or the container with you. 


Most accidents 
can be prevented 
if you have the 
knowledge 
about how to 
use pesticides 
safely. It is up 
to every person 
using these 
chemicals to get 
the necessary 
information. 
If you require 
more information, 
contact the local 
office of the 
Ministry of the 
Environment. 
Remember, 
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